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The young women pictured on our cover 
are both Muslim. They live near Detroit, 
Michigan, in a community with many Arab-

American residents. Each expresses her faith in 
her own way, with a combination of traditional 
and modern dress. Here, they compete fiercely 
on the basketball court in a sport that blends 
individual skills and team effort. They — along 
with the other men, women, and children in this 
publication — demonstrate every day what it is 
like to be Muslim in America.

Being Muslim
 inAmerica



I love Amer ica not  be-

cause I  am under the 

i l lus ion that  i t  i s  per -

fec t ,  bu t  because i t  a l lows 

me — the chi ld of  Mus l im 

immigrants f rom India — 

to par t ic ipate in i t s  prog-

ress,  to car ve a place in i t s 

promise, to p lay a ro le in 

i t s  poss ibi l i ty.

John Winthrop, one of the ear l ies t  European 

se t t le rs  in Amer ica, gave voice to th is  sense 

of  poss ibi l i ty.  He to ld h is  compatr io ts  that 

thei r  socie ty would be l ike a c i ty upon a hi l l , 

a beacon for the wor ld. I t  was a hope rooted 
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in Winthrop’s Chr is t ian 

fai th,  and no doubt he 

imagined his c i ty on a 

hi l l  wi th a s teeple in the 

center.  Throughout  the 

centur ies,  Amer ica has re -

mained a deeply re l ig ious 

count r y,  whi le becoming 

a remarkably p lura l  one. 

Indeed, we are the most  re l ig ious ly devout 

nat ion in the West  and the most  re l ig ious ly 

diverse count r y in the wor ld. The s teeple at 

the center  of  the c i ty on a hi l l  i s  now sur -

rounded by the minare t  of  Mus l im mosques, 

the Hebrew scr ip t  of  Jewish synagogues, the 

chant ing of  Buddhis t  sangas, and the s ta tues 

of  Hindu temples. In fac t ,  there are now more 

Mus l ims in Amer ica than Episcopal ians, the 

fai th professed by many of Amer ica’s Found-

ing Fathers.

One hundred years ago, the great  Af r ican-

Amer ican scholar W.E.B. Du Bois warned 

that  the problem of the centur y would be the 

color l ine. The 21st  centur y might  wel l  be 

dominated by a di f feren t  l ine — the fai th l ine. 

The most  press ing ques t ions for  my count r y 

(Amer ica),  my re l ig ion ( I s lam), and al l  God’s 

people may wel l  be these: How wi l l  people 

who may have di f feren t  ideas of  heaven in -

te ract  together on Ear th? Wil l  the s teeple, the 

minare t ,  the synagogue, the temple, and the 

sanga learn to share space in a new ci ty on 

a hi l l?

I  th ink the Amer ican e thos — mixing to lerance 

and reverence — may have something specia l 

to cont r ibu te to th is  i ssue.

Amer ica is  a grand gather ing of  sou ls ,  the 

vas t  major i ty f rom elsewhere. The Amer ican 

genius l ies in a l lowing these souls  to cont r ib -

u te thei r  tex ture to the Amer ican t radi t ion, to 

add new notes to the Amer ican song.

I  am an Amer ican wi th a Mus l im soul .  My soul 

car r ies a long his tor y of  heroes, movements, 

and civ i l izat ions that  sought  to submi t  to the 

wi l l  o f  God. My soul  l i s tened as the Prophet 

Muhammad preached the cent ra l  messages of 

I s lam, tazaaqa and tawhid, compass ionate 

jus t ice and the oneness of  God. In the Middle 

Ages, my soul  spread to the Eas t  and West, 

praying in the mosques and s tudying in the 

l ibrar ies of  the great  medieval  Mus l im ci t ies 

of  Cairo, Baghdad, and Cordoba. My soul 

whi r led wi th Rumi, read Ar is to t le wi th Aver -

roes, t raveled through Cent ra l  As ia wi th Nasi r 

Khusrow. In the colonia l  era, my Musl im soul 

was s t i r red to jus t ice. I t  marched wi th Abdul 

Ghaf far Khan and the Khudai Khidmatgars in 

thei r  sa tyagraha to f ree India. I t  s tood wi th 

Far id Esack, Ebrahim Moosa, Rahid Omar, 

and the Mus l im Youth Movement in thei r  s t rug -

g le for  a mul t icu l tu ra l  South Af r ica.

In one eye I  car r y th is  ancient  Mus l im v i -

s ion on plura l i sm; in the other eye I  car r y the 

Amer ican promise. And in my hear t ,  I  pray 

that  we make real  th is  poss ibi l i ty :  a c i ty on a 

hi l l  where di f feren t  re l ig ious communi t ies re -

spect fu l ly  share space and col lec t ive ly ser ve 

the common good; a wor ld where diverse na-

t ions and peoples come to know one another 

in a spi r i t  o f  bro therhood and r ighteousness; 

a centur y in which we achieve a common l i fe 

together.

Author Eboo Pate l  i s  execut ive di rec tor of  the In -

te r fa i th Youth Core in Chicago, I l l inois.  He is  a 

leader in the in ter fa i th movement.

“I Am An AmerIcAn WIth A muslIm soul”

Eboo Pate l
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BuIldIng A lIfe In AmerIcA

Immigrants have come to America from every 

corner of the globe. The people are diverse but 

their reasons similar: Some sought to escape an 

old way of life, others to find a new one. Some 

were escaping violence, others the shackles of cus-

tom, poverty, or simple lack of opportunity. They 

came largely from Europe in the 19th century and 

from the rest of the world — Asia, Africa, the Mid-

dle East, and Central and South America — in the 

20th and 21st.

   They arrived with hope, and often little else.

Their initial reception was frequently mixed. 

These new Americans found a vast new land hun-

gry for their labor. But some, unfamiliar with these 

newcomers’ customs and religions, treated the new 

Americans as outsiders and believed they could 

never be real Americans. They were wrong. With 

freedom, faith, and hard work, each successive 

wave of immigrants has added its distinctive con-

tributions to the American story, enriched our so-

ciety and culture, and shaped the ever-dynamic, 

always-evolving meaning of the single word that 

Abdul and Majida Alsaadi shop at a Wal-Mart in Dearborn, Michigan.
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Any DAy

binds us together: American. And today, this story 

is the Muslim-American story too.

I n 1965, a new immigration law reshaped pro-

foundly the inward flow of new Americans. No 

longer would national-origin quotas determine 

who could come. In their place were categories 

based on family relationships and job skills. With 

this change, immigration numbers soared, bringing 

the first significant numbers of Muslims from South 

Asia and the Middle East to the United States. They 

arrived in a nation very different from the one ex-

perienced by 19th-century immigrants, but today’s 

new Americans face the old immigrant challenge of 

defining their place in America’s social, economic, 

and political fabric. 

Consider two sisters, Assia and Iman Bound-

aoui. Their parents are from Algeria, and the girls 

were raised near Chicago, Illinois, as Muslim 

Americans. As reported by National Public Radio 

(NPR), Assia and Imam grew up watching both the 

Photo gAllerY

Opposite page: Top left, Sadaf Butt adjusts her hi-

jab; above left, Muslim congressional staff mem-

bers take a break from their work on Capitol Hill 

in Washington, D.C. This page: Above, clothing 

designer Brooke Samad compares fabric swatches; 

right, Tahqiq Abbasi at his textile shop in Union 

City, New Jersey.
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Clockwise from left, Abdi Mohamed says evening 

prayers in his Omaha, Nebraska, grocery store; 

at home in Brooklyn, New York, a family searches 

the Internet; Susan Fadlallah prepares the meal to 

break the Ramadan fast. Center, butcher Nehme 

Mansour grinds halal meat in Michigan.

children’s Nickelodeon station and the news chan-

nel Al Jazeera. When they got takeout food, they 

sometimes chose Kentucky Fried Chicken and some-

times their favorite falafel restaurant.

“In America, we would say we’re Muslim first, 

because that’s what makes us different, I guess,” 

Assia, age 20, told NPR. “But in another country, 

like in a Muslim country, we would say we’re Amer-

ican.”

Their story is both remarkable and not so, for 

there is nothing more American than new genera-

tions — from kaleidoscopic combinations of ethnic-

ity and religion — defining themselves as Ameri-

cans.

“America has always been the promised land 

for Muslims and non-Muslims,” observes Iranian-

American Behzad Yaghmaian, author of Embracing 

the Infidel: Stories of Muslim Migrants on the Jour-

ney West. She told the New York Times, “They still 

come here because the United States offers what 

they’re missing at home.”

The tales of Muslim Americans track a familiar 

arc, but individually they add immeasurably to the 

vibrant diversity of a nation founded not on com-

mon ancestry, but on the shared values of freedom, 

opportunity, and equal rights for all.

“In every era of U.S. history, women and men 

from around the world have opted for the American 

experience,” writes historian Hasia Diner. “They ar-

rived as foreigners, bearers of languages, cultures, 

and religions that at times seemed alien to Ameri-

ca’s essential core. Over time, as ideas about U.S. 

culture changed, the immigrants and their descen-

dants simultaneously built ethnic communities and 

participated in American civic life, contributing to 

the nation as a whole.” 
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CAreers

Clockwise from left, Dr. Maya Hammoud holds the 

medical handbook in Arabic that she wrote; Samiul 

Haque Noor, winner of New York City’s annual 

Vendy Award for best street vender food; Mohamad 

Atwi’s Wal-Mart name tag is in two languages.

Muslim Americans possess a diversity 

that is extraordinary even by American 

standards. In sharp contrast to other im-

migrant groups, Muslim Americans cannot be de-

fined by race or nationality; in this sense, they more 

closely resemble the Hispanic Americans whose ori-

gins lie in Spain, the many nations of Latin America, 

and the islands of the Caribbean.

Muslim American diversity may be greater still, 

encompassing origins in South Asia, the Middle 

East, Southeast Asia, Europe’s Balkan region, and 

Africa, as well as a small but growing group of 

Hispanic Muslims. 

Because the United States does not track popu-

lation by religion, there is no authoritative count of 

its Muslim population. Estimates range widely, from 

2 million to 7 million or more. Of that number, ap-

proximately 34 percent are of Pakistani or South 

Asian origin and 26 percent are Arab. 

Another 25 percent of Muslim Americans are in-

digenous, largely African American, and this adds 

still more layers to the rich Muslim-American experi-

ence. In other words, the Muslim-American saga 

is not just one of immigration and Americaniza-

tion, but part of one of the most powerful themes in 

American history: the struggle for racial equality.

There are mosques and Muslim social and cul-

tural institutions throughout the country, in urban 

centers and rural communities alike. Want to visit 

the International Museum of Muslim Culture — the 

first Islamic history museum in the United States? 

Forget about traveling to New York or Washing-

ton; instead you must head for the Arts District of 

Jackson, Mississippi. Dearborn, Michigan, is home 

to the nation’s largest Arab-American population. 

Muslims from South Asia and Africa form vibrant 

Photo gAllerY
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and growing communities in the New York-New Jer-

sey area. Somalis have settled in substantial num-

bers in Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota, and 

Southern California is home to the country’s largest 

Iranian-American population. 

Yet even these ethnic communities are hardly 

monolithic. Many of the Arabs living in Dearborn 

and elsewhere are Christian, not Muslim, and a 

number of Iranian Americans living in Los Angeles 

are Jewish. 

Generalizing about such a diverse a population 

can obscure more than it explains. Better, perhaps, 

to study representative experiences.

Clockwise from left, former director of the National 

Institutes of Health Dr. Elias A. Zerhouni gives a 

presentation; comedian Maysoon Zayid does her 

stand-up routine; Sacramento Kings forward Sha-

reef Abdur-Rahim goes up for a jump shot; Staff 

Sergeant Magda Khalifa in her U.S.Army uniform. 

“We all should know that diversity makes for 

a rich tapestry,” says the noted African-American 

poet Maya Angelou, “and we must understand that 

all the threads of the tapestry are equal in value no 

matter their color; equal in importance no matter 

their texture.”

Iman Boundaoui of Chicago, for example, 

found that freedom involved her decision to wear 

a head scarf. She recalls a vivid incident during a 

high school trip to Paris, France, when her group 

talked with girls at a private Muslim school founded 

in response to a French law banning head scarves 

in public schools: “And me and my friends were 

“We all should know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry, 
and we must understand that all the threads of the tapestry 
are equal in value no matter their color; equal in importance 
no matter their texture.”  — Maya Angelou
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serviCe

Clockwise from bottom left, A Somali immigrant casts 
her ballot; young Muslim activists brainstorm ways to 
solve problems in their community; Farooq Aboelzahab 
talks about the diversity at his mosque; religious lead-
ers gather to celebrate peace and tolerance; Sarah 
Eltantawi answers questions at a news conference. 

looking at them,” Boundaoui told NPR, “and at that 

moment we were like, ‘Thank God we live in Amer-

ica,’ that I can walk down the street with my scarf 

on without having to decide to take it off because I 

have to go to school.” 

For Pakistani immigrant Nur Fatima, freedom in-

stead means that after moving to an area of Brook-

lyn, New York, known as Little Pakistan, she could 

choose to remove her head scarf, reveling in the 

fact that Americans generally regard these social 

and religious choices as private matters. “This is a 

land of opportunity, there is equality for everyone,” 

Fatima told the New York Times. “I came to the 

United States because I want to improve myself. 

This is a second birth for me.”

Today, in a thousand different circumstances, 

Americans of Islamic faith embrace their heritage as 

a crucial part of a self-fashioned identity in which 

they choose from among all the possibilities of free-

dom that this land bestows upon all its citizens. 

As they explore the possibilities, they discover that 

they, too, have become Americans.

“We stress the American Muslim identity, that 

home is where my grandchildren are going to be 

raised, not where my grandfather is buried,” Salam 

Al-Marayati, executive director of the Muslim Public 

Affairs Council, told California’s Sacramento Bee 

newspaper.

With growing numbers, confidence, 

and organization, Muslim Ameri-

cans contribute in every field, from 

business and scholarship to sports and the arts. 

Their stories range from Pakistan-born Samiul 

Haque Noor, whose spicy halal dishes earned 

him the 2006 award for best food street vendor 

Photo gAllerY
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Imam Hashim Raza leads the prayers during a fu-

neral at the al-Fatima Islamic Center in Colonie, 

New York, for Mohsin Naqvi, a U.S. Army officer 

killed by a roadside bomb in Afghanistan. 

in New York City, to Dr. Elias Zerhouni, from Alge-

ria, head of the National Institutes of Health from 

2002 to 2008; from Newsweek commentator and 

editor Fareed Zakaria, to actor and hip-hop artist 

Mos Def; from professional basketball star Dikembe 

Mutombo of the Houston Rockets, to Representative 

Keith Ellison of Minnesota, the first Muslim member 

of the U.S. Congress. 

A new generation of Muslim Americans enriches  

American medicine, science, and literature. Obste-

trician and gynecologist Nawal Nour, born in Su-

dan and raised in Egypt, pioneers women’s health 

issues as founder of the African Women’s Health 

Center in Boston, Massachusetts. She received an 

esteemed MacArthur Fellowship (nicknamed the 

“genius grant”) in 2003 and Stanford University’s 

Muslim Scholar Award in 2008.

Iranian-American scientist Babak Parviz of the 

University of Washington has made exciting break-

throughs in nanotechnology — ultra-small electronic 

and biological applications at the cellular and mo-

lecular level — including tiny devices that can as-

semble and reassemble themselves independently.

Writer Mohja Kahf, who came from Syria as 

a child, has skewered American culture generally 

and Muslim Americans themselves with gentle irony 

and razor-sharp observations in her poetry (E-mails 

From Scheherazad ) and an autobiographical novel 

set in Indiana (The Girl in the Tangerine Scarf) —  

books that have drawn fervent admirers, especially 

among younger Muslim-American women. 

She also writes a frank online column about re-

lationships and sex for younger Muslims and be-

lieves that with such works as The Autobiography of 

Malcolm X and Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite Runner 

Muslim-American literature can now legitimately be 

considered a distinct genre.
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eDuCAtion
Above, students and advisers paint a mural that rec-

ognizes diversity in faith in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-

vania. Right, Yasmine Asfoor answers a question in 

government class at Mountain Pointe High School 

near Phoenix, Arizona. 

Fady Joudah, born to Palestinian parents in Tex-

as, grew up to become an emergency-room phy-

sician, now working in Houston, and has served 

with Doctors Without Borders at refugee camps in 

Zambia and in Darfur, Sudan. He is also a major 

new poet and winner of the prestigious Yale Series 

of Younger Poets competition for his collection The 

Earth in the Attic.

“These are small poems, many of them, but the 

grandeur of conception inescapable,” wrote poet 

and critic Louise Glück in her introduction to Jou-

dah’s book. “Fathers and brothers become proph-

ets, hypothesis becomes dream, simple details of 

landscape transform themselves into emblems and 

predictions. The book is varied, coherent, fierce: 

impossible to put down, impossible to forget.”

A new, truly American Islam is emerging, 

shaped by American freedoms, but also by 

the aftermath of the September 11, 2001, 

attacks. Even as surveys by the Pew Research Cen-

ter and others show that Muslim Americans are bet-

ter educated and more prosperous than the aver-

age, the terrorist attacks — planned and executed 

by non-Americans — raised suspicions among oth-

er Americans whose immediate responses, racial 

profiling among them, triggered in turn a measure 

of Muslim-American alienation. Sadly, suspicions of 

this kind are not uncommon — in the United States 

or in other nations — during wartime or when out-

side attack is feared. But 2008 is not 2002, when 

fears and suspicions were at their height. Context 

is also important: Every significant immigrant group 

has in the United States faced, and overcome, a 

degree of discrimination and resentment. 

Nur Fatima, for example, celebrated her new-

found freedom in a New York Pakistani communi-

Photo gAllerY
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This page: Clockwise from left, Sister Hala Hazimi, standing, assists Zeinab Ghanem with a math problem in 

Michigan; Adnan Kasseem bows during a class on prayer etiquette in New Mexico; on a field trip, students 

visit the International Museum of Muslim Culture in Jackson, Mississippi. Opposite page: Clockwise from top, 

high school basketball players prepare for a game in Michigan; in North Carolina, Ruhi Brelvi, at left, and 

Hebah Sedak prepare their basketball uniforms for game day; Laila Alkahlout, front, and Sasha Khaffed battle 

for a basketball during a national youth tournament in Florida.
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Clockwise from left, Mohamad Hammoud prays at 

the Islamic Center of America mosque in Dearborn, 

Michigan; Mariam Motala, at right, prays at the 

Islamic Center of Hawthorn, California; a young 

boy hopes to join in on prayers in Brunswick, New 

Jersey; the Islamic Center of Cleveland, in Parma, 

Ohio, is home to more than 300 worshippers.

ty where, a few years earlier, fear was high and 

both businesses and schools closed in the wake 

of 9/11, according to the New York Times. By 

the time Fatima arrived, Little Pakistan had recov-

ered under the leadership of local businessman 

Moe Razvi, who helped start English and computer 

classes, opened a community center, and led com-

munity leaders to meet and improve relations with 

federal authorities. 

“The annual Pakistan Independence Day parade 

is awash in American flags,” the Times reported. “It 

is a transformation seen in Muslim immigrant com-

Photo gAllerY

munities around the nation.”

Among the healthy responses to the tensions 

triggered by the terrorist attacks is an expansion of 

the interfaith dialogue in the United States.

“Anytime you share a space with someone of 

another culture, you are bound to grow as an in-

dividual and learn to see things from another per-

spective,” said Kareema Daoud, a doctoral student 

in Arabic language and literature at Georgetown 

University who has served as a volunteer citizen 

ambassador for the Department of State. “There is 

beauty in diversity,” Daoud concludes. 
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Above, top, children attend evening prayers; above, women worship at Masjid Al-Rahman in California. Op-

posite page: Top, Muslims pray in front of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.; bottom, men gather 

during the annual meeting of the Islamic Society of North America in Chicago, Illinois. 

The 9/11 attacks also galvanized the Muslim-

American community to become more active in civic 

and political activities — to advocate for issues of 

concern, to build alliances with non-Muslim organi-

zations — and to confront intolerance and threats 

of violence.

“Active engagement and involvement in politics 

reflects the fact that American Muslims are part of 

the social fabric of America, and also reflects their 

patriotic concern for this country,” says editor and 

writer Nafees Syed of Harvard University in a com-

mentary on the free-wheeling discussion Web site 

altmuslim.com 

Paraphrasing President John F. Kennedy, Syed 

continues, “The question is not only how taking part 

in the political process will aid American Muslims, 

but how American Muslims can help this country.” 

Like the global population, the majority of Amer-

ican Muslims are Sunni, although there are large 

numbers of Shia and groups who actively follow 

Sufi traditions. Despite this diversity, says Paul Bar-

rett, author of the 2007 book American Islam: The 

Struggle for the Soul of a Religion, “distinctions 

that possibly loomed larger elsewhere are instead 

in America ‘diluted’ in the deep pool of pluralism 

that characterizes American society. ... Many im-

migrants have taken the ambitious step of crossing 

continents and oceans because they want to es-

cape old-world antagonisms, to pursue education, 

economic betterment, and a more hopeful life for 

their children.”

Progressive forms of belief, a more prominent 

role for women, even the recent evolution of “mega-

mosques” resembling in size the large evangelical 

Christian churches — are among the characteristics 

of a rapidly evolving, uniquely American Islam.
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Clockwise from above, Nawal Daoud holds the 

Quran over the heads of girls as they walk under-

neath it during a Takleef ceremony; Hafiz Azzubair 

posts a sign urging people to vote; Rutgers Universi-

ty students Lelia Halwani, at left, and Nadia Sheikh 

attend a reception at the interfaith dorm where they 

live in New Brunswick, New Jersey. 

speCiAl DAysPhoto gAllerY

“I have found that Muslims in America are meld-

ing their faith, ethnic background, and the folkways 

of their adopted land in many different ways,” Bar-

rett said in an interview on altmuslim.com. “There 

is no one formula, just as there hasn’t been a for-

mula for past immigrant groups. ... I’m confident 

that there won’t be one story about how Muslims 

assimilate. There will be many stories.”
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This page: Clockwise from bottom left, halal turkey is served for Thanksgiving dinner in St. Louis, Missouri; 

girls in Paterson, New Jersey, break the Ramadan fast with dates; Fawad Yacoob speaks during the Blessing 

of the Waves ceremony in California; in Tyler, Texas, men embrace during Eid al-Fitr celebrations. Opposite 

page: Members of the Malaysian Students Association celebrate their graduation from Vanderbilt University 

in Nashville, Tennessee. 

“I have found that Muslims in America are melding their faith, 
ethnic background, and the folkways of their adopted land in 
many different ways. ... I’m confident that there won’t be one 
story about how Muslims assimilate. There will be many stories.”

 — Paul Barrett
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Artist 
heBA 
AmIn
The contemporar y ar t -

i s t  Heba Amin, 28, has 

been drawing for as long 

as she can remember, 

but  pursu ing ar t  fu l l - t ime 

did not  occur to her un t i l  she was a junior in 

col lege. At  the t ime, Amin, who now l ives in 

Minneapol is ,  was a math major and f i r s t  en -

v is ioned herse l f  as an archi tec t .

     Amin was born and raised in Cairo, Egypt. 

Her la te fa ther was an in ter ior  des igner;  her 

mother,  an adminis t ra t ive worker a t  the pr i -

va te Amer ican school Amin at tended f rom kin -

dergar ten through 12th grade.

     Af ter  h igh school,  Amin t raveled to the 

Uni ted Sta tes to at tend Macales ter  Col lege, 

a pr ivate, l ibera l  ar t s  school in S t .  Paul ,  Min -

nesota. By her th i rd year,  Amin real ized that 

her hear t  lay in ar t ,  not  math, and in 2002 

she earned a bachelor ’s  degree in s tudio ar t , 

wi th a concent ra t ion in oi l  pain t ing.

     L iv ing in the Uni ted Sta tes,  she to ld Fayeq 

Oweis,  edi tor  of  the Encyclopedia of  Arab 

Amer ican Ar t i s t s ,  a l lowed her “ to take the ro le 

of  the outs ide obser ver” and opened her eyes 

to the r ichness of  Arab and Egypt ian cu l tu re 

that  she had “previous ly over looked or taken 

for  granted.”

     For severa l  years,  Amin’s work revolved 

around por t ra i t s  of  Bedouin women, who, she 

said, “are known for thei r  embroidered and 

beaded craf t s .

“The European Union had a program de-

s igned to preser ve these craf t s ,  funding the 

work and encouraging older women to teach 

younger ones. I  became in teres ted in that  and 

s tayed wi th di f fe ren t  t r ibes to see the process 

work ing. I  a lso apprent iced wi th a Bedouin 

ar t i s t  who created sand pain t ings.”

     As Amin spent  t ime wi th di f fe ren t  Bedouin 

t r ibes, she real ized she was even more in ter -

es ted in thei r  way of l i fe than thei r  craf t .

     “ I  was s t ruck by how at tached they were 

to thei r  sur roundings and the land, and how 

sad i t  was that  thei r  cu l tu re was deter iora t ing 

due to urban sprawl and modernizat ion,” she 

recal led.

     Amin began pain t ing 

br ight ly colored por t ra i t s 

of  Bedouin women jux ta -

posed wi th urban geomet -

r ic pat terns.  “The pat terns 

overwhelm the pain t ings, 

represent ing how the c i ty 

i s  tak ing over the Bedou-

in cu l tu re,” she said.

Amer IcAn

Prof I l es

Young muslIms mAke theIr mArk
Top row, from left, Imam Khalid Latif; filmmaker Lena Kahn; artist Heba Amin. Bottom row, from left, business-

man Moose Scheib; fashion designers Nyla Hashmi and Fatima Monkush; singer Kareem Salama; journalist 

Kiran Khalid. Opposite page, far right, Bedouin Girl by Heba Amin. 
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i m A m 
khAlId 
lAtIf 
At the age of 

25, Imam Khal id 

La t i f  a l ready has 

achieved impor -

tan t  leadership 

responsibi l i t ies as chaplain and di rec tor of 

the Is lamic Center  a t  New York Univers i ty 

(NYU) and the Mus l im chaplain for  the New 

York Pol ice Depar tment .

     “The univers i ty and pol ice depar tment 

are obvious ly ver y di f fe ren t ,”  La t i f  said. “But 

they’ re a lso ver y s imi lar  as Amer ican ins t i tu -

t ions wi th growing Musl im popula t ions who 

are t r y ing to f ind thei r  way.”

     La t i f  i s  deeply commi t ted to in ter fa i th dia -

logue and communi ty ser v ice as in tegral  par ts 

of  what i t  means to be Mus l im in a modern, 

mul t icu l tu ra l  wor ld. “Each of  these in teract ions 

can be an oppor tuni ty for  spi r i tua l  growth,” 

he said.

     As head of the rapid ly growing Is lamic 

Center  a t  New York Univers i ty,  La t i f  i s  p lan -

     Eventual ly,  Amin’s Bedouin pain t ings led her 

in a di f feren t  ar t i s t ic di rec t ion, toward three -

dimensional  ins ta l la t ion pieces. “As I  d id the 

por t ra i t s ,  I  found I  was real ly in teres ted in the 

c i ty s t ruc ture format,” she explained.

     The next  t ime she was in Cairo, Amin said, 

“ I  not iced how many abandoned s t ruc tures 

there were — expansive masses of  land were 

covered wi th unf in ished bui ld ings. I  took pho-

tos of  these s t ruc tures,  and then s tar ted doing 

a ser ies of  works about  them, inves t igat ing 

them. What they were, why they were aban-

doned, thei r  e f fec t  on people.”

     Amin became fascinated with the thought of 

the city as an emotional idea, rather than a struc-

tural one, and that led her to a different medium.

     “ I  found that  pain t ing was a l i t t le res t r ic -

t ive — I  couldn’t  real ly re lay the emot ion I 

was af ter,” she said. “ I  wanted to move in to 

something that  was more exper ien t ia l .  Ins ta l -

la t ion ar t  a l lowed me to create a space that 

expressed the emot ional  ideas I  was af ter.”

     Amin’s work has been shown at  a number 

of  gal ler ies in Minneapol is ,  New York, and 

Washington. 

     “ I  look at  c i ty in f ras t ruc ture as representa t ion 

of  the progress ion of  a socie ty,” she wrote on 

her Web s i te.  “Urban planning is  indicat ive 

of  a socie ty ’s  pol i t ica l  s i tuat ion, and I  am in -

te res ted in inves t igat ing Middle Eas tern c i t ies 

where the in f ras t ruc ture is  an obs tac le and a 

burden to people’s dai ly l ives.  I  am in teres ted 

in the c i ty ’s  e f fec t  on personal space, where 

c i ty s t ruc ture begins to take precedence over 

indiv idual i ty  and where bui ld ings and humans 

begin to over lap and layer on top of one an-

o ther ins tead of coexis t ing.

     “These ins ta l la t ions are s imply in tended to 

address the idea that  one’s sur roundings p lay 

an immense ro le in behavior,” she wrote.

     In addi t ion to her ins ta l la t ions, Amin re -

cent ly i l lus t ra ted a book that  prof i les Mus l im 

women in h is tor y cal led Ext raordinar y Women 

f rom the Mus l im Wor ld .

     In spi te of  her ar t i s t ic success,  Amin is 

re luc tant  to depend on her ar t  for  her l iv ing. 

“ I ’m not  focused on se l l ing my work,” she 

said. “And that  f rees me f rom the obl igat ion 

of  making work that  o ther people want.  I ’ve 

been in school now for 10 years,  and u l t i -

mate ly,  I ’d l ike to s tay in academia.”

     As for  l iv ing in the Uni ted Sta tes,  she 

ning an ambi t ious fundrais ing campaign that 

he hopes wi l l  a l low him to h i re a fu l l - t ime 

s taf f  and appoin t  a scholar - in - res idence wi th -

in th ree to f ive years.

     However,  La t i f  never forgets that  he is , 

above al l ,  the spi r i tua l  leader of  a young 

and var ied congregat ion. Most  are s tudents 

seeking to f ind thei r  spi r i tua l  path as Mus l ims 

whi le facing the chal lenges of  young col lege-

age people anywhere.

     In 2007, he was named as only the sec -

ond Musl im chaplain to the New York Pol ice 

Depar tment .  La t i f ,  who ser ves wi th Cathol ic, 

Pro tes tant ,  and Jewish c lergy, a l ready has 

been cal led to hospi ta ls  severa l  t imes to com-

for t  in jured of f icers and thei r  fami l ies,  none 

of whom has happened to be Mus l im.

     La t i f  grew up in Edison, New Jersey, the son 

of  Pakis tan -born parents.  He was one of on ly 

a smal l  number of  Mus l im s tudents a t  school. 

But  in a pat tern that  has car r ied on through 

his l i fe,  La t i f  a lso sought  ou t  wider leadership 

posi t ions, becoming s tudent  counci l  pres ident 

and captain of  h is  footbal l  and t rack teams.

inqu iry into FA i th

     La t i f  majored in Middle Eas tern and Is lamic 

s tudies at  New York Univers i ty and found him-

se l f  cont inu ing his inqui r y in to h is  fa i th and 

his ro le as a Mus l im Amer ican in perhaps the 

most  e thnical ly and re l ig ious ly diverse met ro -

pol i tan area in the wor ld. 

     He also began to perceive the ex t raordi -

nar y divers i ty of  I s lam i t se l f .  “As a f reshman, 

I  met an Indonesian wi th a scraggly beard 

— and a sur fboard. That  was something new. 

said, “ I  love i t .  I  love being in the academic 

envi ronment,  where I  have t ime to explore my 

ideas and how to express them.”

Above, installation piece  Root Shock by Heba Amin. 
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But  I  a lso met Mus l ims who were Af r ican 

Amer ican, Af r ican, conver ted Mus l ims, and 

the chi ldren of  conver ts .”

     Throughout  h is  univers i ty years,  La t i f  con-

t inued his in formal s tudy of  I s lam, and at  age 

18 he was cajo led in to giv ing his f i r s t  sermon. 

“ I t  seemed to go fai r ly wel l ,  and I  was asked 

to give them on a regular basis ,” he said.

     In 2005, af ter  graduat ing f rom NYU, Lat i f 

en tered the Is lamic Chaplaincy Program at 

the nondenominat ional  Har t ford Seminar y in 

Connect icu t ,  the only accredi ted program of 

i t s  k ind in the count r y. 

     Around the same t ime, La t i f  vo lun teered as 

the f i r s t  chaplain of  NYU’s I s lamic Center.  He 

also co- taught  courses on conf l ic t  reso lu t ion 

at  Abraham’s Vis ion, a Mus l im- Jewish in ter -

fa i th organizat ion for  young people.

     In 2006, La t i f  accepted a par t - t ime posi -

t ion as the f i r s t  Mus l im chaplain of  Princeton 

Universi ty in New Jersey; soon he was commut -

ing between Pr inceton and NYU. Both schools 

of fered him fu l l - t ime posi t ions, and Lat i f  ac -

cepted NYU’s of fer  to ser ve as di rec tor of  i t s 

I s lamic Center.

sChool ChAplA in

     In many respects,  La t i f  i s  a pioneer a t  a 

t ime when the growing Musl im s tudent  popu-

la t ion, coupled wi th large numbers of  in ter -

nat ional  s tudents,  has great ly increased the 

need for Mus l im chaplains on campus.

     One of La t i f ’s  mos t  success fu l  under tak ings 

was almos t  an af ter thought :  podcas ts  of  h is 

20-minu te Fr iday sermons. A f r iend sugges ted 

they record and pos t  them on the Is lamic Cen-

ter  Web s i te.

     The response far exceeded expecta t ions. 

The podcas t  Web s i te averages 15,000 vis i t s 

a month. He has l i s teners f rom 40 to 50 di f -

fe ren t  count r ies,  notably Indonesia and Ma-

lays ia, a l though he also receives apprecia t ive 

messages f rom school teachers and fo l lowers 

in Europe.

     La t i f  regards h is  commi tment  to in ter fa i th 

act iv i t ies as cent ra l  to h is  miss ion as an imam 

FilmmAker
lenA 
khAn 

On a parched 

Augus t  af ternoon 

in Los Angeles, 

Lena Khan pe-

ruses the ais les 

of  Hand Prop 

Room, a company that  suppl ies s tage props 

for  major Hol lywood movies such as The Avia -

tor  and The Depar ted .  F rom faux  meat car -

casses to bronze Thai Buddhas, the shelves 

Above, the cover of  Newsweek magazine featured 

American Muslims from all walks of life. Khalid Latif 

is at center left in cap and police uniform.

in today’s mul t icu l tu ra l  wor ld. “ In ter fa i th work 

can be f rus t ra t ing at  t imes,” La t i f  said, and 

requi res both t ime and hard work.

     He ci tes a t r ip to New Orleans wi th mem-

bers of  the Is lamic Center  and NYU’s Jewish 

Bronfman Center to he lp wi th Hurr icane Ka-

t r ina recover y ef for t s .

     By work ing and l iv ing together over a 

per iod of t ime, he said, they overcame thei r 

mis t rus t  “and they al l  learned not  to def ine 

s tudents by re l ig ion or background as the 

‘Other. ’”

     “This i s  real ,  e f fec t ive change,” La t i f  said, 

“change that  can emanate in to the broader 

communi ty.”

are s tu f fed wi th gizmos, gadgets,  and cur i -

os i t ies that  he lp make the magic of  c inema. 

Wearing a pale green head scar f  and a de-

mure beige cardigan, Khan discovers and 

unsheathes a two- foot  long nin ja sword wi th 

a mischievous look on her round, pale face. 

“This wi l l  work,” she says.

Though she def ies expecta t ions of  what a 

f i lmmaker should look l ike — she is  young, fe -

male, devout ly Mus l im, and Indian Amer ican  

— the 24-year -o ld f i lm school graduate wr i tes 

and di rec ts  music v ideos and shor t  f i lms, as 

wel l  as commercia ls  for  a res taurant  cal led 

Crave. ( In one ad, a nin ja throws whi r l ing 

samosas) .

     Khan won $5,000 for Bassem is Tr y ing ,  a 

one-minu te shor t  that  humorous ly demons t ra tes 

how a Musl im-Amer ican man t r ies to f i t  in — 

for ins tance, by blas t ing hip -hop music on 

his  car radio. Her th ree -minu te shor t  A Land 

Cal led Paradise ,  essent ia l ly a music v ideo se t 

to a song of the same name by Mus l im coun-

t r y s inger Kareem Salama, won a $20,000 

grand pr ize f rom One Nat ion, a Mus l im advo-

cacy group that  sponsored the f i lm compet i -

t ion. Khan di rec ted dozens of  men and women 

of diverse backgrounds to hold up handwri t -

ten s igns that  express messages they want the 

wor ld to know about them as Mus l im Amer i -

cans. The s ta tements are as whimsical  as “ I , 

too, shop at  Vic tor ia’s Secre t ,”  and as ser ious 

as “My s is ter  died on September 11.”

     One of the judges for  the 2007 One Na-

t ion compet i t ion, former profess ional  basket -

bal l  p layer Kareem Abdul - Jabbar, gave A Land 

Cal led Paradise  h igh marks for  i t s  “beaut i fu l 
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cinemat ic language,” whi le journal i s t  Mar i -

ane Pear l  commended the f i lm “ for  i t s  f resh -

ness and sense of  humor whi le address ing 

v i ta l  emot ions fe l t  by the Mus l im popula t ion 

and the res t  of  us.”

     Pu l l ing of f  A Land Cal led Paradise was a 

major e f for t ,  Khan recal led. The projec t  s tar t -

ed wi th a ques t ion: “ I f  you could say some-

th ing to ever ybody in the wor ld who is  not 

Mus l im, what would you say?”  

     “ I  sen t  ou t  e -mai ls ;  I  went  to mosques; I 

used ever y major Mus l im L is t ser v I  could th ink 

of ,” she said.

     The f i r s t  response Khan received was “ Is -

lam inhibi t s  my su ic idal  thoughts.” “That ’s 

when I  knew that  th is  was the v ideo I  was go-

ing to do,” she said. “ I  wouldn’t  have thought 

of  that .  I  was t r y ing to f ix  the representa t ions 

of  Mus l ims, but  I  don’t  th ink I  can speak for 

a l l  o f  them. And th is  was my f i r s t  c lue. I  got 

2,500 responses, col lec ted them, nar rowed 

them down, and made the v ideo.”

     S ince the v ideo’s launch, Khan has re -

ceived hundreds of  e -mai ls  f rom people who 

say the v ideo has made them cr y, inspi red 

them to open a discuss ion about  I s lam wi th 

thei r  fami l ies,  or broken down wal ls  bui l t  by 

s tereotypes. The v ideo also opened profes -

s ional  doors for  Khan, such as a meet ing wi th 

the documentar y f i lmmaker Morgan Spur lock. 

The Mus l im Publ ic Af fa i rs  Counci l ,  a t  a dinner 

in Hol lywood, recognized her as a f i lmmaker 

to watch.

“ I f  I  hadn ’ t  en te red t he  con tes t ,  I ’d  be  a t 

t he  same p lace  as  I  was  be fo re , ”  sa id  Khan, 

a  g radua te  o f  t he  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Ca l i fo r n ia , 

Los Angeles (UCLA) f i lm school.

     Khan became in teres ted in c inema as a 

form of socia l  act iv ism, which she considers 

an impor tant  tenet  of  her fa i th.  Because she 

is  about  to get  marr ied, she was expected to 

accept a diamond engagement r ing. “ I  d idn’t 

want to have anyth ing to do wi th the diamond 

indus t r y,  the blood diamonds. I t ’s  jus t  real ly 

bad,” Khan said. “My parents are l ike, ‘Why 

are you being so lame? Jus t  go buy a dia -

mond. I t ’s  not  that  big a deal. ’  Bu t  I  do th ink 

i t ’s  a big deal.  I t ’s  a tes t  to see i f  you can 

sacr i f ice your own th ings for  o ther people.” 

She chose a big moissani te r ing ins tead.

     And when shoot ing on locat ion, she ins is t s 

on us ing caterers who cook only f ree - range 

chicken. “My brother a lways makes fun of  me 

and cal l s  me L isa Simpson,” Khan said, re fer -

r ing to the wonky, in te l lec tual  younger s is ter 

f rom the Amer ican car toon te lev is ion ser ies 

The Simpsons .  

As an undergraduate major ing in pol i t ica l 

sc ience and his tor y at  UCLA, Khan not iced 

that  s tudents would become in teres ted in 

genocides such as those in Rwanda and Dar -

fu r  on ly i f  they saw a movie about  the topic 

or i f  an actor publ ic ized the cause. She also 

was t i red of  seeing Hol lywood f i lms such as 

The Siege  and Black Hawk Down  use images 

to connect  ter ror ism to r i tua l  ablu t ions and the 

cal l  to prayer.

     “These th ings ate at  me. So I  decided that 

ins tead of complain ing about  them, I  would 

enter  the f ie ld and do something about  i t ,” 

Khan said. “ I  wanted to make movies about 

socia l  i ssues because i t  seems l ike movies are 

the bes t  way to te l l  a s tor y — that ’s  when peo-

p le real ly l i s ten and re la te to people who are 

going through those th ings.” She went on to 

get  a master  of  ar t s  degree in f i lm at  UCLA.

     Back at  Hand Prop Room, Khan digs in to 

a box of  n in ja s tars.  Once she has se lec ted 

her props, she hops in her dus ty red Toyota 

Pr ius and dr ives over the Hol lywood Hi l l s  to 

Western Costume Company in search of  n in ja 

masks and sui t s .

     In addi t ion to her n in ja commercia ls ,  her 

fu tu re projec ts  inc lude a se t  of  commercia ls 

about  the pres ident ia l  e lec t ion and another 

music v ideo for Salama.

     Bu t  when i t  comes to a 40-minu te personal 

f i lm that  she is  making, she said only,  “They 

expect  something big and popular.  So yeah, 

I  have a l i t t le bi t  o f  pressure there.” I t ’s  up to 

Khan to make i t  look l ike magic.

     Lena Khan’s v ideos Bassem is Tr y ing  and 

A Land Cal led Paradise  can be seen on You-

Tube.com.
Top, still frame from Bassem is Trying. Below, three 

stills from A Land Called Paradise. Opposite page, 

filming Bassem is Trying.
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BusinessmAn 
moose 
scheIB
I t  cou ld be a scene 

f rom a movie. A 

young man, the 

son of  immigrants, 

excels in h is  s tud -

ies,  a t tends a dis -

t inguished law school,  and lands a job at 

a top law f i rm. One day, he walks in to the 

res taurant  where his  mother has worked as a 

cook for  years,  takes of f  h is  g loves, and says: 

“Mom, come home wi th me. You’ re never go-

ing to have to work again.”

     Bu t  i t ’s  not  a movie. I t  i s  par t  o f  the s tor y 

of  Moose Scheib, 28, who today heads a 

company that  has saved thousands of  fami l ies 

f rom los ing thei r  homes through forec losure.

     “The main th ing is  to be able to help 

people s tay in thei r  homes — that  i s  the most 

exci t ing th ing for  me,” Scheib said.

sChool AnD Work

     Scheib was born in Bei ru t ,  Lebanon, and 

some of h is  ear ly memor ies are of  the shock 

and s t rangeness of  a chi ld’s  l i fe dur ing war -

t ime. In h is  appl icat ion to law school,  Scheib 

la ter  wrote, “Such exper iences . . .  ins t i l led in 

me an unwaver ing pass ion for  the pursu i t  o f 

knowledge and jus t ice.”

     The fami ly of  s ix immigrated to the Uni ted 

Sta tes when Scheib was seven years o ld, l iv -

ing f i r s t  in Toledo, Ohio, and then in Dear -

born, Michigan. When his fa ther su f fered the 

f i r s t  o f  severa l  s t rokes, Scheib’s mother be-

came a fu l l - t ime res taurant  cook.

     “My mother never complained,” he said. 

“ ’Your fa ther can’t  do i t ,  I  wi l l , ’  she said, and 

took a tough job at  minimum wage. . . .  Al l 

she to ld us was to focus on our educat ion and 

make sure to get  scholarsh ips, ‘as money for 

col lege is  something I  don’t  have for  you at 

th is  poin t  in our l ives. ’”

     Scheib graduated wi th honors f rom Al -

b ion Col lege in Michigan, where he founded 

the Mus l im Student  Associa t ion, then at tend-

ed Columbia Law School in New York Ci ty, 

where he ser ved as a board member for  the 

Mus l im Law Students Associa t ion.

     Scheib’s one escape f rom the unre len t -

ing pressures of  work and s tudy was spor ts 

— especia l ly Amer ican-s ty le footbal l .  “On the 

f ie ld, I  shed barr iers  that  language, pover ty, 

and race had previous ly imposed on me,” he 

wrote in h is  law school appl icat ion.

the legAl  WorlD

     Scheib found law school a chal lenge. “The 

combinat ion of  law school and the big c i ty 

was a big shock — and Columbia was the 

most  compet i t ive envi ronment I ’d ever been 

in,” he said.

     Bu t  Scheib persevered and succeeded. He 

received an award for  publ ic ser v ice f rom the 

Arab Amer ican Ins t i tu te in 2004 and ser ved 

as a c lerk for  a New York Supreme Cour t 

jus t ice.

     In 2005, Scheib jo ined the pres t ig ious 

New York law f i rm Proskauer Rose LLP. He 

valued the bus iness and legal exper ience he 

gained there — even though he knew the cor -

porate wor ld didn’t  represent  h is  long- term 

fu tu re.

     “One of the fac tors that  led me to Proskau-

er  i s  because i t ’s  the larges t  Jewish law f i rm 

in the wor ld,” he said. “ I ’m al l  about  bui ld ing 

br idges between our diverse communi t ies.”

sAv ing homes

     In October 2005, wi th law school behind 

him, Scheib decided the long-ant ic ipated day 

had ar r ived. He went to the res taurant  where 

his  mother had cooked for so many years and 

gave her the gi f t  o f  being able to qui t  work 

for  good.

     “My parents sacr i f iced so much for  us,” he 

said. “They gave up a good l i fe in Lebanon 

for us,  thei r  chi ldren, and I  wanted them to 

know that  the sacr i f ices had been wor th i t .”

     In 2006, Scheib re turned home to Dearborn 

to launch his bus iness venture, LoanMod.com. 

LoanMod renegot ia tes home mor tgages to 

avoid forec losures in a “win -win” manner that 

benef i t s  both the homeowner and the bank or 

f inancia l  ins t i tu t ion holding the mor tgage.

     With a success fu l  res t ruc tur ing of  the mor t -

gage loan — usual ly a s imple lower ing of  the 

in teres t  ra te — the fami ly s tays in i t s  home 

and the bank avoids the much higher expense 

of  tak ing cont ro l  of  a forec losed proper ty.

     Scheib bel ieves h is  company is  the f i r s t 

o f  i t s  k ind in the count r y.  “We pioneered th is 

bus iness,  s tar t ing by helping my uncle out , 

then f r iends, and real ized that  we had a v i -

able bus iness model,” he said.

     The company has comple ted more than 

5,000 success fu l  negot ia t ions that  have al -

lowed fami l ies to keep thei r  homes and banks 

to avoid the high cos ts  of  forec losure. The 

company ant ic ipates comple t ing 20,000 loan 

modi f icat ions by the end of 2009.

look ing AheAD

     Scheib plans to have more than 100 peo-

p le on s taf f  to meet the increasing need for 

h is  ser v ices. As government puts  pressure on 

lenders and mor tgage ser v icers to modi fy 

thei r  por t fo l ios to help homeowners avoid 

forec losure, Loanmod.com is wel l -pos i t ioned 
Above, Moose Scheib, center, celebrates his grad-

uation from law school with members of his family.
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FAshion Designers 
nYlA 
hAshmI 
And
fAtImA 
monkush

Nyla Hashmi, 23, and Fat ima Monkush, 25, 

are uncommon women wi th a lo t  in common. 

They grew up bes t  f r iends in Har t ford, Con-

nect icu t .  Both of  them have Musl im fa thers 

f rom South Asia and Amer ican mothers who 

conver ted to I s lam.

     And now, both are commi t ted to des igning 

chic c lo th ing that  of fers Mus l im women a way 

to dress both modes t ly and fashionably.

     The two hope to launch thei r  new c lo th ing 

l ine, cal led Eva Khurshid. Al though the de-

s igners have a speci f ic market  in mind, they 

also hope to reach a broad base of  potent ia l 

cus tomers.

     “The name wi l l  be recognizable as Mus -

l im, but  any woman would look great  in our 

c lo thes,” said Hashmi. She descr ibes the l ine 

as “Amer ican c lo th ing for  work ing women 25 

to 34 years o ld wi th an on- the -go l i fes ty le.”

wi th i t s  ne twork of  19,000 notar ies in a l l  50 

s ta tes.  “Our counselors wi l l  guide homeown-

ers th rough the loan mod process, and our 

notar ies wi l l  he lp them proper ly execute the 

paperwork at  thei r  k i tchen table,” he says.

     “Helping people save the most  impor tant 

mater ia l  th ing in thei r  l i fe i s  the bes t  reward of 

a l l ,”  Scheib said. “When you save a home, i t 

he lps the neighborhood, the communi ty,  and 

u l t imate ly the whole count r y.”

     Scheib has big changes happening c lose 

to h is  home as wel l :  A daughter,  named So-

phia June, was born in 2008. Scheib grew 

up in the same Dearborn neighborhood as h is 

wi fe, Natal ie,  who is  hal f  Lebanese and hal f 

Amer ican Indian.

     “ I  am lucky . . .  and t ru ly b lessed, no 

doubt,” Scheib said. “But  I ’ve a lso found that 

the harder I  work, the luck ier  I  am.”

Cloth ing Di lemmAs

     Hashmi and Monkush f i r s t  became in teres t -

ed in c lo th ing design in thei r  teens. Hashmi’s 

fami ly moved to Pakis tan in 1995, when she 

was 10, a l though she cont inued to spend sum-

mers in Connect icu t .  (The fami ly moved back 

to the Uni ted Sta tes permanent ly af ter  the ter -

ror i s t  a t tacks of  September 11, 2001.)

     “When we came back the summer I  was 

13, I  went  th rough a huge cu l tu re shock,” 

Hashmi said. “ I  saw how di f feren t  the Paki -

s tani  and Amer ican adolescent  cu l tu res were. 

My parents wanted me to s tar t  dress ing more 

modes t ly,  because I  was growing up. I  want -

ed to dress cool  l ike the other k ids, but  there 

was noth ing in the s tores.”

     Monkush had a s imi lar  exper ience. “ I t  was 

real ly di f f icu l t  to f ind anyth ing ready-made 

that  I  could wear,” she said. The gi r l s  of ten 

resor ted to layer ing, “ the Mus l im gi r l ' s  bes t 

f r iend,” Monkush said wi th a laugh.

     Both Hashmi and Monkush learned to sew 

f rom thei r  mothers.  “My mom taught  me to 

fo l low a pat tern and also to change i t  to cre -

a te something comple te ly di f fe ren t ,  something 

that  was exact ly what I  wanted,” Monkush 

said. “ I  was 16 when I  s tar ted making al l  my 

own c lo thes. That  was the summer Nyla and I 

se t  our course.”

ComFort AnD Clothes

     Both women have developed thei r  own def -

in i t ions of  appropr ia te at t i re.  “ I  grew up in a 

ver y conser vat ive home, and my parents were 

adamant about  dress ing modes t ly,” Hashmi 

explained. “ I  eventual ly found my comfor t 

zone. I  wi l l  wear shor t  s leeves, but  noth ing 

low cut  or body hugging. Ever yone has thei r 

own comfor t  leve l .”

     Monkush’s approach “ is  not  about  ru les, 

but  about  what fee ls  r igh t ,”  she said. “For 

mysel f ,  I ’m not  going to walk around in a 

tank top or a shor t  dress — I ’m jus t  not  com-

for table. I  do cover my hai r  and have s ince I 

was 14.”

groWing up in A mixeD FAmi ly

     Nyla Hashmi’s mother was raised a Catho-

lic. Her father, a Pakistani, came to the United 

States in the 1970s and is a U.S. citizen. “My 

mother was s tudying to be a nurse when she 

met my fa ther,  who's a hear t  surgeon. My 

mother was so inspi red — he is  so k ind and 

generous — that  she became in teres ted in h is 

re l ig ion and conver ted,” Hashmi said.

Above, Moose Scheib, wife Natalie, and daugh-

ter Sophia June pose for a family portrait.

Right, Fatima Monkush models one of her designs 

for Elan magazine.
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     Hashmi at tended Is lamic school on Sundays 

in Har t ford, a long wi th her th ree s ib l ings.

     Monkush’s fa ther i s  f rom Bangladesh. He 

came to the Uni ted Sta tes in 1971 to s tay wi th 

a cous in in West  Vi rgin ia. Monkush’s mother 

met h im whi le v is i t ing a f r iend, and she, too, 

conver ted to I s lam before the two marr ied.

pAth to the FAsh ion WorlD

     Af ter  publ ic h igh school,  Monkush went 

to the Univers i ty of  Connect icu t  and Cent ra l 

Connect icu t  S ta te Univers i ty,  where she ma-

jored in ar t .  Af ter  graduat ion she moved to 

New York Ci ty and shared an apar tment  that 

f i r s t  summer wi th Hashmi, 

who was a s tudent  a t  the 

Fashion Ins t i tu te of  Technol -

ogy (F IT ) .

     Armed wi th a bachelor ’s 

degree f rom F IT,  Hashmi 

found a job creat ing wom-

en's sweaters for  noted Is -

rae l i  des igner E l ie Tahar i . 

Monkush, too, has been 

work ing in fashion, f i r s t 

wi th Coogi,  which makes 

h ip -hop urban menswear, 

and then wi th Marr ied to the 

Mob, an edgy s t ree twear 

label  for  women, where she 

is  today.

     Hashmi and Monkush 

have been work ing in the 

evenings and on weekends 

to put  together thei r  f ledgl ing col lec t ion. I t ’s 

a s t ruggle — Hashmi l ives in Queens and 

Monkush l ives in Brook lyn wi th her husband 

— but  both women are commi t ted to thei r 

dream. 

     The thought behind thei r  c lo th ing ex tended 

to thei r  choice of  a name. “Eva is  the name of 

Fat ima’s maternal  grandmother,” Hashmi ex -

p lained, “and Khurshid is  my dad’s mother ’s 

name.” L ike thei r  des igns, i t  marr ies the two 

cu l tu res.

      Hashmi and Monkush aren’t  qui t t ing thei r 

day jobs jus t  ye t ,  bu t  they’ re hopefu l  thei r 

col lec t ion wi l l  f i l l  a need in the indus t r y.  “We 

want to be the bigges t  and bes t  in what we’re 

doing,” Hashmi said. “This i s  not  l ike any oth -

er  brand.”

songWriter
kAreem 
sAlAmA
For Kareem Sala -

ma, home is  the 

Amer ican South -

wes t ,  where coun-

t r y music pro -

v ides much of the 

soundt rack to dai ly l i fe.  But  home also meant 

growing up in a devout  Mus l im household and 

s tudying the r ich tex tures of  c lass ical  Arabic 

l i te ra ture and poet r y.

     So when Salama, 30, s tar ted wr i t ing and 

s inging his own songs, i t  was qui te natura l 

that  he would combine a sens ibi l i ty  rooted in 

h is  Mus l im fai th wi th a compel l ing voice and 

a dis t inc t ive southern accent  — even i f  o thers 

f ind the combinat ion s tar t l ing.

oklAhomA AnD mus iC

     Salama's parents are Egypt ians who moved 

to Oklahoma, where they raised him along 

wi th two brothers and a s is ter.  As a chi ld, 

Salama t raveled to rodeos, county fa i rs ,  and 

Indian powwows, and he was exposed to t ra -

di t ional  b luegrass and count r y music in p lac -

es l ike Branson, Missour i ,  and the legendar y 

Grand Ole Opr y in Nashvi l le,  Tennessee.

     “Oklahoma, l ike me, is  a place where 

cu l tu res meet and dance,” Salama wrote on 

his  Web s i te.  “Oklahoma is a hybr id of  south -

ern, wes tern, and Nat ive Amer ican cu l tu re, 

and thanks to my mother 's  insat iable des i re to 

learn and exper ience new th ings, she made 

sure that  I  and ever yone in my fami ly was im-

mersed in i t .”

FA i th AnD mus iC

     At  the same t ime, Salama's parents didn’t 

neglec t  h is  Mus l im re l ig ious t ra in ing. Despi te 

h is  dis t inc t ive southern accent  and Amer ican 

music s ty le,  he is  ser ious about  h is  fa i th and 

draws on i t s  r ich re l ig ious and cu l tu ra l  her i -

tage in h is  composi t ions. 

     His songs are nei ther over t ly  pol i t ica l  nor 

re l ig ious, but  they do ref lec t  h is  remarkable 

background, which the Web s i te a l tmus l im.

com cal l s  “a l iv ing dichotomy” on the Amer i -

can musical  landscape.

     In one song deal ing wi th the theme of 

to lerance, for  example, Salama quotes the 

proverb of  the noted Is lamic scholar and poet 

Imam Shaf i ’ee: “ I  am l ike incense — the more 

you burn me, the more f ragrant  I  become.”

     He acknowledges how his fa ther 's  example 

shaped both h is  ou t look and music: “He l ives 

the maxim ‘Be hard on yourse l f ,  bu t  easy on 

others. ’”

     He f inds the songwri t ing process deeply 

in ter twined wi th h is  fa i th.  “ I  pray before and 

af ter  I  wr i te a song,” he said in a Univers i ty 

of  Iowa in ter v iew. “ I  choose each word care -

fu l ly.  I  t r y to be ver y hones t  and hope that 

God br ings th is  song in to people’s hear ts .”

Above, Fatima Monkush, second from right, gath-
ers with other young Muslim fashion designers at 
a photography session for Elan magazine.
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Country ConneCt ions

     Salama's perspect ive on count r y music 

can be surpr is ing, especia l ly for  those fami l -

iar  on ly wi th the dominant  commercia l  s t ra in 

that  leans toward ly r ics ce lebrat ing the open 

road, honky tonk bars,  and los t  loves.

     “There is  a k ind of  sou l  in count r y music 

. . .  something that  comes 

f rom deeper down. . . . 

You can s t i l l  hear some-

th ing ver y o ld and ver y 

t radi t ional ,” Salama said 

in an al tmus l im in ter v iew.

     In fac t ,  Salama is  draw-

ing on a much older t ra -

d i t ion that  hearkens back 

to the roots of  so -cal led 

bluegrass f rom the Appalachian region of  the 

southeas tern Uni ted Sta tes. 

     Salama also s tudied Engl ish l i te ra ture, es -

pecia l ly a celebrated spi r i tua l  poem by John 

Donne (1572-1631), “A Valedic t ion: Forbid -

ding Mourning,” for  which he wrote a melody 

to help himsel f  memor ize i t .

Compos ing AnD perForming

     Salama wrote songs and ly r ics whi le earn -

ing an engineer ing degree at  the Univers i ty of 

Oklahoma and then at tending law school a t 

the Univers i ty of  Iowa, where he met music ian 

Ar is to t le Mihalopulos.

     In a quin tessent ia l  Amer ican moment,  the 

sons of  Egypt ian and Greek immigrants de-

c ided to col laborate on Amer ican count r y 

music. Over the nex t  severa l  years,  Salama 

per formed before predominate ly Mus l im audi -

ences in the Uni ted Sta tes and Europe, ac -

companied by Mihalopulos on the gui tar. 

     With h is  t r im good looks, conser vat ive hai r -

cu t ,  and count r y -c lass ic b lack cowboy hat, 

Salama recognizes that  people may come for 

the novel ty of  a Mus l im count r y -mus ic s inger. 

He hopes they’ l l  s tay because they f ind his 

songs compel l ing.

     He may be succeeding. On his summer 

2008 tour in Europe, Salama played to enthu -

s ias t ic Mus l im and non-Mus l im audiences in 

London, Ber l in,  Par is  (a t  Euro Disney) ,  Rome, 

Genoa, and Amsterdam.

     Salama's f i rs t  album, Generous Peace, ap-

peared in 2006, fol lowed by This L i fe of Mine 

a year later. His song “A Land Cal led Paradise” 

provided the soundtrack for an award-winning 

music video celebrat ing the divers i ty and vi ta l -

i ty of the American-Musl im communi ty.

     He is  now work ing on a commercia l  debut 

a lbum that  wi l l  feature the bes t  mater ia l  f rom 

the f i r s t  two albums and several  new songs.

     Bu t  Salama is  not  focus ing exc lus ive ly 

on a s inging career.  Having comple ted law 

school,  he is  prepar ing for  the l icens ing (bar ) 

examinat ions and is  in teres ted in pract ic ing 

patent  law.

     He summarizes some of h is  thoughts about 

h is  music on his  MySpace page: “My hope is 

that  my words wi l l  fa l l  upon ears and hear ts 

that  may be seeking the same th ing I  am seek -

ing … the inspi ra t ion to l ive a v i r tuous l i fe 

that  i s  p leas ing to God.”

television
 JournAlist 

kIrAn 
khAlId
As a chi ld, accord -

ing to her moth -

er,  Ki ran Khal id 

used to s i t  ins ide 

a cardboard box 

facing outward — 

“so that  I  was l i t -

e ra l ly in a TV, i f  not  on i t ,”  Khal id said. Since 

then, Khal id, 35, has pursued a career as a 

te lev is ion journal i s t ,  news broadcas ter,  and 

producer that  has taken her f rom local  news 

repor t ing to cover ing major nat ional  and in -

te rnat ional  news events.

     “ I  was the f i r s t  Pakis tani -Amer ican woman 

in broadcas t  news in the Uni ted Sta tes,” she 

said. “ I f  I ’m wrong about  that ,  I  would love to 

meet the t rue pioneer because as far  as I ’ve 

been to ld, my road was unt raveled.”

groWing up in texAs

     Khal id’s fa ther was born in New Delh i ,  In -

d ia, and her mother in Karachi,  Pakis tan, but 

Khal id herse l f  grew up in suburban Hous ton, 

Texas, where her father was a land developer.

Above left, the cover for Kareem Salama’s sec -
ond CD re lease, This L i fe of  Mine. Above, in 
concer t  in Ber l in,  Germany, 2008. 
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She focused on journal i sm ear ly in l i fe.  “My 

in teres t  was igni ted through a love of  wr i t -

ing,” she said. “ I  was of ten busy wr i t ing shor t 

s tor ies growing up.”

     Khal id, l ike her two brothers and her s is ter, 

excel led in school.  The s ib l ings’  h igh per for -

mance helped them overcome the s t ra in of 

being the only minor i ty fami ly in thei r  smal l 

communi ty.

     “ I t  was of ten a s i tuat ion where you s imply 

accepted that  that ’s  the way the wor ld was,” 

she said, “and I ’m grate fu l  for  those ear ly 

encounters because they prepared me for the 

pos t -9/11 back lash.”

loCAl tv neWs

     Khal id graduated wi th a major in jour -

nal i sm f rom the Univers i ty of  Texas in Aus t in, 

where she said she fe l l  “ for  the immediacy of 

te lev is ion, the idea of being on the ai r  wi th 

breaking news.”

     In 1996, she went to work for  the local 

CBS s ta t ion in Corpus Chr is t i ,  Texas, a job 

that  she found both exci t ing and f rus t ra t ing. 

Corpus Chr is t i  provided many news oppor -

tun i t ies — s torms, drug smuggl ing, and im-

migrat ion — but  the s ta t ion had ant iquated 

equipment,  which made work di f f icu l t .

     “S t i l l ,  I  enjoyed the work, being in f ron t 

of  the camera,” she recal led. “ I  jus t  knew I 

could be good at  th is .”

     At  another TV s ta t ion in Lake Char les, 

Louis iana, Khal id found the reverse s i tuat ion: 

s ta te -o f - the -ar t  equipment but  a re la t ive ly qui -

e t  news envi ronment.  “ I  worked hard and be-

came the weekend anchor,” she said.

     She also became something of a local  ce -

lebr i ty.  “Walk ing in to the mal l  would be l ike 

walk ing on s tage,” she said wi th a laugh. 

“Ever ybody seemed to recognize me.”

     In Mobi le, Alabama, Khal id was on the ai r 

as many as four or f ive t imes a day, but  she 

found herse l f  exhaus ted. “ I  fe l t  I  was jus t  go-

ing in c i rc les.” She decided to t r y the r i sk ier 

bu t  f reer l i fe of  a f ree lance journal i s t .

     Looking back, “ the most  grat i fy ing as -

pect  of  local  news is  consumer inves t igat ive 

repor t ing,” Khal id said. “Holding shady bus i -

nesses and people accountable for  thei r  ac -

t ions th rough the glare of  a te lev is ion lens is 

a communi ty ser v ice local  news provides that 

i s  of ten over looked.”

     She added, “The pressures are of ten im-

mense as more and more news out le ts  value 

the breaking-news model over the v i r tue of 

subs tant ive, thought fu l  repor t ing.”

Free lAnC ing

     In 2005, Khal id repor ted on the gr im l ives 

of  subs is tence farmers th reatened by famine 

in Niger and Mal i .  Her documentar y, The 

Hunger Gap ,  was a f inal i s t  in a Uni ted Na-

t ions f i lm fes t iva l .

     In the Uni ted Sta tes,  Khal id worked as 

a f ie ld producer for  a ver y di f fe ren t  k ind of 

news operat ion, Cour t  TV, which covers major 

cr iminal  and civ i l  t r ia ls .

     Khal id a lso became an act ive member of 

the South Asian Journal i s t s  Associa t ion (SAJA). 

“ I ’m ver y proud of my ro le on SAJA’s board,” 

Khal id said. “ I  love work ing wi th an organi -

zat ion that  does so much for  young journal -

i s t s ,  such as mentor ing and scholarsh ips.” 

pAk is tAn AnD Amer iCA

Fol lowing the September 11 ter ror is t  a t -

tacks in 2001, Khal id quick ly recognized that 

“Pakis tan was going to be a cent ra l  p layer, 

and I  knew i t  was now or never to be par t  of 

the s tor y.”

     F luent  in Urdu, she t raveled to Pakis tan and 

became one of the f i r s t  Western journal i s t s 

to repor t  f rom ins ide the Pakis tani  re l ig ious 

schools,  or madrassahs, that  many accused of 

encouraging ter ror ism.

     In 2007, Khal id re turned for her mos t  dan-

gerous ass ignment,  to f i lm a documentar y, 

cal led We Are Not Free ,  on media censorship 

and at tacks on journal i s t s  by the Musharraf 

government in Pakis tan.

     In an in ter v iew wi th AsiaMedia ,  she said, 

“The th ing that  real ly s t ruck me was how brave 

they were . . .  wi l l ing ly to put  thei r  safe ty a t 

r i sk in order to pursue what they th ink is  a 

noble cal l ing.” 

     S ince Januar y 2008, Khal id has been 

work ing as a producer for  one of  te lev is ion’s 

mos t  popular news and feature programs, 

ABC’s Good Morning Amer ica  (GMA).

     “ I  l ike the in tens i ty of  the work,” she said, 

which may mean prepar ing a s tor y on gas 

pr ices one day and one on the 2008 pres i -

dent ia l  campaign the next .

     “GMA has af forded me the oppor tuni ty 

to wr i te and produce s tor ies that  are seen by 

mi l l ions,” she said. “ In 10 years I  hope to s t i l l 

be work ing on s tor ies that  are re levant  and 

ser ve a greater  purpose.”

Above left, Ki ran Khal id s tuck in mud on as -

s ignment in Af r ica, 2005. Above r ight ,  in ter -

v iewing s inger John Mayer a t  the annual Save 

the Music Foundat ion Gala, 2007.
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U.S. moSqUeS by dominant
ethnic groUp

age 18 - 29 29%
age 30 - 49 48%
age 50 - 64 18%
age 65+ 5%
male 54%
female 46%

how important iS religion in 
yoUr life? (all faithS)

in what regionS do mUSlimS live 
in the United StateS?

age and gender diStribUtion of 
mUSlimS in the United StateS

SoUth aSian 28%
african american 27%
SoUth aSian and araB, mixed evenly 16%
araB 15%
all other comBinationS 14%

very important 72%
Somewhat important 18%
not too important 5%
not at all important 4%
don’t know 1%

SoUth 32%
northeaSt 29%
midweSt 22%
weSt 18%

Today’s Muslim American population is an 

extraordinary mosaic of ethnic, linguistic, 

ideological, social, economic, and reli-

gious groups. Native Muslim Americans are well 

integrated into American society, while many new-

comers are just beginning to adapt to American 

life. In terms of religious devotion, Muslims range 

from highly orthodox to moderate to secular. Mus-

lims resemble Christians, Jews, Hindus, and other 

American religious communities in that many of 

them seek full political and social integration, 

while others prefer to live primarily in the context of 

their communities and cultural practices. Many of 

A stAtIstIcAl PortrAIt
muslIms In AmerIcA

the immigrants come from Muslim-majority countries 

and inevitably go through a period of adjustment as 

they learn the ways of a pluralistic society.

The size of the Muslim-American population 

has proved difficult to measure because the U.S. 

Census does not track religious affiliation. Estimates 

vary widely from 2 million to 7 million. What is 

clear, however, is that the Muslim-American popula-

tion has been growing rapidly as a result of immi-

gration, a high birth rate, and conversions.

According to a 2007 survey by the Pew Re-

search Center, 65 percent of the Muslim-American 

population are first-generation immigrants, and 61 

percent of the foreign-born arrived in the 1990s 

or this decade. Seventy-seven percent of Muslims 

living in the United States are citizens, with 65 per-

cent of the foreign-born being naturalized citizens. 

As a point of comparison, 58 percent of foreign-

born Chinese living in the United States are natural-

ized citizens. 

A recent study by the Center for Human Rights 

and Global Justice at New York University’s School 

of Law found that many Muslims were among the 

more than 40,000 people who have waited more 

than three years for a decision on their naturaliza-

tion applications, a process that should take no 

longer than 180 days. 

Estimates of the African-American Muslim pop-

ulation have ranged from approximately one-fifth 

to one-third of the total for all Muslim Americans. 

The other major ethnic groups are Arabs and 

South Asians (Indians, Pakistanis, Bangladeshis, 

and Afghanis). 

Even though most Americans identify Islam pri-

marily with Arabs, two-thirds of Arab Americans 

are Christian. However, most Arab immigrants 

level of edUcation
mUSlimS general pUBlic

gradUate StUdy 10% 9%

college gradUate 14% 16%

Some college 23% 29%

high School diploma 32% 30%

no high School diploma 21% 16%

mUSlimS general pUBlic

$100,000 16% 17%

$75,000 - $95,000 10% 11%

$50,000 - $74,999 15% 16%

$30,000 - $49,999 24% 23%

leSS than $30,000 35% 33%

annUal hoUSehold income
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MOSQUE diStribUtiOn in thE UnitEd StatES
Calling itself the Global Muslim eCommunity, IslamiCity.com has compiled information about Muslims in the United States 
since 1995. Its online database tallies more than 2,300 mosques, Islamic schools, and organizations in the 50 states. Listed 
here by state is the number of mosques in the IslamiCity.com database in December 2008. The statistic for the District of 
Columbia is from the Islamic Center of Washington, DC. The total is 1,018.

Mosques in each of the 
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Ar Arkansas     1
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ct Connecticut   17

de Delaware     2
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me Maine     1
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mI Michigan   55

mn Minnesota     3

ms Mississippi 9
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mt Montana 2

ne Nebraska 1

nv Nevada      3

nh New Hampshire      3

nJ New Jersey    56

nm New Mexico      7

nY New York  131

NC North Carolina    20

nd North Dakota      4

oh Ohio    41

ok Oklahoma      8
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PA Pennsylvania 43
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tn Tennessee   10
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since World War II have been Muslims, and Mus-

lims are the fastest-growing segment of the Arab- 

American population. South Asians constitute the 

fastest-growing Muslim community, perhaps ac-

counting for a quarter of all Muslim Americans. 

The Muslim population of the United States also 

includes Turks, Iranians, Bosnians, Malays, Indo-

nesians, Nigerians, Somalis, Liberians, Kenyans, 

and Senegalese, among others. In addition, there 

is a small but growing population of white and 

Hispanic converts, many of them women who 

have married Muslim men.

Although Muslims live in every corner of the 

nation, many have settled in major metropolitan 

areas along the two coasts and in the Midwest: 

New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, and Detroit/

Dearborn. The 10 states with the largest Muslim 

populations are California, New York, Illinois, 

New Jersey, Indiana, Michigan, Virginia, Texas, 

Ohio, and Maryland. There are also established 

communities near state universities, which often 

have sizable numbers of foreign-born Muslim stu-

dents and faculty.

The 2007 Pew survey found that Muslim 

Americans generally mirror the U.S. public in edu-

cation and income levels, with immigrant Muslims 

slightly more affluent and better educated than na-

tive-born Muslims. Twenty-four percent of all Mus-

lims and 29 percent of immigrant Muslims have 

college degrees, compared to 25 percent for the 

U.S. general population. Forty-one percent of all 

Muslim Americans and 45 percent of immigrant 

Muslims report annual household income levels 

of $50,000 or higher. This compares to the na-

tional average of 44 percent. Immigrant Muslims 

are well represented among higher-income earn-

ers, with 19 percent claiming annual household 

incomes of $100,000 or higher (compared to 16 

percent for the Muslim population as a whole and 

17 percent for the U.S. average). This is likely 

due to the strong concentration of Muslims in pro-

fessional, managerial, and technical fields, espe-

cially in information technology, education, medi-

cine, law, and the corporate world. There is some 

evidence of a decline in the wages of Muslim and 

Arab men since 2001, although more recent data 

suggest the trend might be reversing.

The Muslim-American journey is unique in that 

it is part of two quintessentially American experi-

ences: the African American and the immigrant. 

Immigrant Muslims and African-American Muslims 

have worked to establish their voices in politics 

and society, sometimes together, but more often 

on their own. While they share an identity as 

Muslims, their racial, cultural, socioeconomic, 

and historical circumstances have differed widely. 

In working toward full political participation, im-

migrant Muslims have a great deal to learn from 

the successes of African-American Muslims, par-

ticularly in building institutional capacity and com-

municating effectively with other Americans. 

Sources: Statistical data excerpted from Muslim Ameri-
cans: Middle Class and Mostly Mainstream Pew Re-
search Center, May 22, 2007. Text for this article 
excerpted from Strengthening America: The Civic 
and Political Integration of Muslim Americans, The 
Chicago Council on Global Affairs, © 2007.



Masjid Abu-Bakr (Colorado Muslim Society)
2071 South Parker Road, Denver, Colorado

With a weekly prayer attendance between 2,000 and 
3,000 people, the Colorado Muslim Society is a pillar 
of Islamic life in Denver. It recently undertook a large ex-
pansion project that doubled the size of its prayer space 
in order to accommodate an increasing population of 
Muslims in the area. Located on one of the area’s busi-
est thoroughfares, the society serves as the hub for Mus-
lim civic life, especially for its younger members. Young 
adults serve as teachers in the society’s Islamic Sunday 
school. In addition to the Sunday lessons, the society 
is involved with Islamic education through the Crescent 
View Academy. Educating Muslims and non-Muslims 
from kindergarten through eighth grade, the academy 
places strong emphasis on learning Arabic and general 
Islamic knowledge. 
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neIghBorhood mosques

Islamic Community Center / Tempe Masjid
131 E. Sixth Street, Tempe, Arizona

A cultural center, masjid, and school located just north of 
Arizona State University in Tempe, Arizona, the Islamic 
Community Center welcomes members from more than 
75 nationalities and all socioeconomic backgrounds. 
The center was founded in 1984 to bring together Mus-
lims who had previously worshipped in small groups 
in homes across the area. About 300 attend Friday 
prayers, but the mosque is actively involved in both 
the Muslim Student Association at Arizona State and in 
the community at large. The center maintains a small 
library with resources on Islam and gives tours of the 
mosque, which is modeled after the Dome of the Rock 
in Jerusalem, for the general public. Providing social 
services such as marriage ceremonies and burials, the 
center also operates the Phoenix Metro Islamic School 
for elementary students.

Islamic Society of Central Florida
1089 N. Goldenrod Road, Orlando, Florida 

The Islamic Society of Central Florida had modest begin-
nings in Orlando in the early 1970s. The first mosque, 
Masjid al-Rahman, or Mosque of the Merciful, was built 
in the early 1980s. Rapid growth in the area led the 
society to expand. Today, the society has nine mosques 
throughout the area, serving 40,000 Muslims from ethni-
cally diverse backgrounds. In 2001, the society founded 
the Center for Peace, which works to dispel stereotypes 
about Muslims and promote peace and understanding 
among people. The Islamic Society of Central Florida 
also supports the Muslim Student League at the Univer-
sity of Central Florida. 

Masjid Abu-Bakr Al-Siddiq
4425 David Drive, Metairie, Louisiana 

The architecture of the Masjid Abu-Bakr al-Siddiq is 
unique, as it is the only mosque in the New Orleans 
area that was built specifically as a mosque, with a 
geodesic dome and minaret. The 250 to 300 wor-
shippers are mostly first- and second-generation Ameri-
cans from Pakistan, India, and the Middle East. Twenty 
percent of the congregation are recent immigrants and 
converts. The mosque serves Muslims from bordering 
Kenner, Lousiana, and Orleans Parish. Fortunately, the 
mosque suffered little damage from Hurricane Katrina. 
Most members have returned to their homes, and the 
mosque has retained most of its members.
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Albanian Islamic Center
19775 Harper Avenue, Harper Woods, Michigan

The Albanian Islamic Center was founded in 1962 by 
the Albanian-Muslim population in the Detroit area. Lo-
cated in the suburbs of Wayne County, the center serves 
about 150 families of Tosk and Gega Albanians, as 
well as Iranians, Palestinians, Maltese, Arabs, and In-
dians. Worship styles have fluctuated with immigration. 
Tosk Albanians, from the southern region of the country, 
are considered reformed Muslims and have lived in the 
United States since the 19th century. Their worship style 
and social norms are more relaxed. The Gega Alba-
nians, who are from northern Albania, tend to reflect 
more traditional Islamic practices. As immigration pat-
terns have changed, so has the style of worship. 

Islamic Society of Greater Kansas City
8501 E. 99th Street, Kansas City, Missouri 

A group of residents in Kansas City began planning 
for a mosque in the early 1970s after the first Salah 
(prayer) for Eid al-Fitr. Ten years later, the Islamic Society 
of Greater Kansas City opened the doors of its mosque 
to the public and was incorporated as a nonprofit. The 
society has been expanding ever since, acquiring prop-
erty for a community park and a Muslim cemetery. A full-
time Islamic school opened at the center in 1987 and 
has more than 100 students. The society estimates that 
it serves more than 8,000 Muslims in the Kansas City 
area, but its reach extends into the non-Muslim commu-
nity. Visits to the center are encouraged, and the center 
opens its study sessions on Arabic language, Islam, and 
the study of the Quran to the public. 

Masjid Al-Islam
40 Sayles Hill Road, North Smithfield, Rhode Island 

The largest masjid in Rhode Island, Masjid al-Islam was 
built in 1994 to serve the needs of the growing Muslim 
population in North Smithfield. The masjid openly wel-
comes Muslims of all religious affiliations from all racial 
and ethnic backgrounds, but holds primary the Quranic 
scriptures and the Sunnah. Governance of the mosque 
is democratic; a committee of six congregants attends to 
administrative matters, but all major issues are brought 
before the community before a decision is finalized. 
Masjid al-Islam works to build interfaith dialogue and 
actively reaches out to the Christian and Jewish com-
munities for collaboration on community programming. 
Future plans include partnering with local hospitals for 
yearly health screening, as part of a health education 
day for the community. About 250 attend Jumah prayers, 
but no formal membership is required. 

Masjid Al-Muslimiin (Islamic Center of Columbia)
1929 Gervais Street, Columbia, South Carolina

Five hundred Muslims worship at Masjid al-Muslimiin 
in downtown Columbia, South Carolina. With its close 
proximity to the University of South Carolina, the cen-
ter, which began operation in 1981, often works with 
students to bring prominent Islamic speakers to the 
area. The center offers many services to its members, 
including Sunday school for Muslim children in Quranic 
recitation and Islamic history and a women’s forum for 
educational development, health, and social activities. 
Actively involved in spreading the Muslim faith to the 
community at large through its prison outreach program, 
the center hopes to improve its transitional living assis-
tance to Muslim ex-offenders and all Muslims new to the 
community. The center also plans to develop a Muslim 
community food co-op. 
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1619-1800s    An estimat-

ed 10 mill ion Africans are 

brought to North America 

as slaves. Approximately 30 

percent are Muslim.

1796    Pres ident  John Ad-

ams s igns a Treaty of  Peace 

and Fr iendship wi th the Bey 

and Subjects  of  Tr ipol i  o f 

Barbar y.

1898  Kawkab Amrika (S tar 

of  Amer ica),  the f i r s t  Arabic 

newspaper to appear in the 

Uni ted Sta tes,  begins dai ly 

publ icat ion, as repor ted by 

the New York Times  above.

1908  Large numbers of 

Mus l im immigrants begin 

to enter  the Uni ted Sta tes 

f rom par ts  of  the Ot toman 

Empire, inc luding today’s 

Syr ia, Lebanon, Jordan, 

and Turkey.

1913    Noble Drew Ali 

(1886-1929) founds the 

Moorish Science Temple of 

America (MSTA) in Newark, 

New Jersey. This religious 

group claims to be an Islam-

ic sect but incorporates inf lu-

ences from many religions.

1919    The f i r s t  I s lamic asso -

c ia t ion is  founded in High-

land Park outs ide of  Det ro i t , 

Michigan, where many im-

migrants found work in auto 

manufactur ing plants.

1924   The Johnson-Reed Im-

migrat ion Act  imposes na-

t ional  quotas that  res t r ic t 

sharply the number of  new 

immigrants to the Uni ted 

Sta tes.

1934  The Mother Mosque, the 

first building built specifically 

to be a mosque, is established 

in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

1775   Former s lave Peter 

Salem (Saleem) f igh ts  in the 

Bat t le of  Bunker Hi l l  and 

throughout  the Amer ican 

Revolu t ion. Mus l im Amer i -

cans have ser ved wi th dis -

t inc t ion in a l l  U.S. wars.

A tImelIne of keY events

1819  F reed by his  mas -

te r  in middle age, Yarrow 

(Mamout )  Marmood, de-

pic ted here in 1819, es tab-

l i shes h imsel f  as a proper ty 

owner and bank inves tor  in 

Georgetown, today par t  of 

Washington, D.C.

1907  Tatar immigrants f rom 

Poland, Russ ia, and L i thu -

ania found the Amer ican 

Mohammedan Socie ty,  the 

nat ion’s the f i r s t  Mus l im or -

ganizat ion.

1957  The Is lamic Center 

of  Washington, D.C., a 

mosque and Is lamic cu l tu ra l 

center,  i s  dedicated, wi th 

Pres ident  Dwight  D. E isen -

hower and F i rs t  Lady Mamie 

Eisenhower in a t tendance. 

1934   E l i jah Muhammad 

becomes Supreme Minis -

te r  of  the Nat ion of  I s lam 

(NOI) ,  a b lack nat ional is t 

organizat ion adher ing to 

some Is lamic pract ices.
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1965    Publ i shed soon af ter 

i t s  subjec t ’s  assass inat ion in 

Februar y 1965, The Autobi -

ography of  Malcolm X  te l l s 

the s tor y of  one man’s con-

vers ion to I s lam in the larger 

contex t  of  the Af r ican-Amer -

ican exper ience. I t  remains 

one of the most  in f luent ia l 

books of  the 20th centur y.

1991  The Is lamic Cul -

tu ra l  Center  in New York 

Ci ty i s  comple ted. I t  i s  the 

f i r s t  bui ld ing erec ted as a 

mosque in New York Ci ty 

and regular ly draws more 

than 4,000 fai th fu l  for  F r i -

day prayers. 1996  The f i r s t  ce lebrat ion 

of  E id al -F i t r  i s  he ld at  the 

Whi te House.  

1991  Char les Bi la l  i s  e lec t -

ed mayor of  Kountze, Tex -

as, the f i r s t  Mus l im to head 

a U.S. munic ipal i ty.

2005    The f i r s t  Mus l im 

nat ional  soror i ty in Uni ted 

Sta tes,  Gamma Gamma 

Chi,  i s  founded by the  

mother -daughter  team of 

Imani Abdul -Haqq and Dr. 

Al th ia F. Al i  to he lp improve 

the image of Mus l im women 

and Is lam in general . 

2001    The U.S. Pos ta l  Ser -

v ice issues the f i r s t  s tamp 

honor ing a Mus l im hol iday. 

The 34-cent  E id s tamp is 

par t  o f  the Hol iday Cele -

brat ions ser ies.

2006    Kei th E l l i son be-

comes the f i r s t  Mus l im e lec t -

ed to the U.S. Congress,  as 

a member of  the House of 

Representa t ives f rom Min -

nesota.

2006    Canadian-born In -

gr id Mat tson is  e lec ted the 

f i r s t  female pres ident  of  the 

Is lamic Socie ty of  Nor th 

Amer ica. 

2007   Pres ident  Geroge 

W. Bush par t ic ipates in the 

celebrat ion of  the 50th an-

n iversar y of  the Is lamic Cen-

ter  of  Washington, D.C.  

1993  Abdul -Rasheed Mu-

hammad is appoin ted as 

the U.S. Army’s f i r s t  Mus l im 

chaplain.

2008   Imam Wari th Deen 

Mohammed dies. Known as 

“Amer ica’s Imam,” he was 

the f i r s t  Mus l im to of fer  the 

U.S. Senate’s invocat ion 

(1990). He also of fered 

prayers a t  Pres ident  Bi l l 

Cl in ton’s in ter fa i th prayer 

ser v ices and headed The 

Mosque Cares, a dawah 

projec t .  

1965    Pres ident  Lyndon B. 

Johnson s igns in to law the 

Immigrat ion and Nat ion -

a l i ty  Act  of  1965, which 

abol ishes the n a t i o n a l -

o r i g i n  quotas es tabl i shed 

in 1924, and spurs non-Eu -

ropean immigrat ion to the 

Uni ted Sta tes.
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WeB sites

The fo l lowing web s i tes were 
used in the development of  th is 
publ icat ion:

The Aga Khan Program for Islamic 
Architecture at Harvard University 
and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology
http://web.mit.edu/akpia/www

Fazlur Rahman Khan Web site
http://fazlurrkhan.com 

Gamma Gamma Chi Sorority, 
Inc.
http://gammagammachi.org 

Heba Amin
http://hebaamin.com

Inter fa i th Youth Core 
http://ifyc.org

The Islamic Center at New York 
University
http://icnyu.org

IslamiCity
http://www.islamicity.com

Kareem Salama
http://kareemsalama.com

LoanMod.com
http://loanmod.com

The Mother Mosque of America
http://mothermosque.org

Pew Research Center
http://pewresearch.org

The Pluralism Project at Harvard 
University
http://pluralism.org

Dalia Ghanem’s t-shirtat.com
http://t-shirtat.com
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A supplement to

DiD you knoW?

Sixty-five percent of the Muslim American popula-

tion are first-generation immigrants, and 61 percent 

of the foreign-born arrived in the 1990s or later. 

 

Muslim Americans spend about $170 billion on 

consumer products annually, according to a 2007 

figure by advertising agency JWT, and this figure is 

expected to grow.

Iftar dinners at the White House during Ramadan 

have become regular occasions since the mid-

1990s.

An imam can serve in several different roles in the 

United States. In most African-American mosques, 

the imam operates in both spiritual and adminis-

trative capacities. In predominantly immigrant 

mosques, however, the imam is more likely to be a 

spiritual leader only.

Children’s books bring the Muslim holy month of 

Ramadan, like other holidays, into the American 

mainstream.

The largest mosque in the United States, opened 

by the  Islamic Center of America in 2005, is in  

Dearborn, Michigan.

Being Muslim
in America

government

Muslim Americans work in federal, state, and local 

governments throughout the United States. At left, from 

top to bottom, is a sample.

Keith Ellison became the first Muslim elected to the 

U.S. Congress, as the representative from Minnesota’s 

Fifth District, in 2006. He took his oath of office on a 

copy of the Quran once owned by Thomas Jefferson. 

André Carson, a member of the Indianapolis City-

County Council, became the second Muslim member 

of Congress after winning a special election in March 

2008 to become the congressman for the Seventh 

District of Indiana. 

Diplomat Zalmay Khalilzad has served as the United 

States Ambassador to the United Nations, and as U.S. 

Ambassador to Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Doctor Elias A. Zerhouni was director of the National 

Institutes of Health from 2002 to 2008.

Ambassador Shirin Tahir-Kheli served as senior advi-

sor to the United States Secretary of State. 

Representative Saqib Ali represents part of Montgom-

ery County in the Maryland General Assembly’s House 

of Delegates.
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Business

Muslim Americans contribute to all aspects of U.S. 

business. Pictured at right, starting at the top, is a 

sampling.

New York fashion designer dalia Ghanem, gives 

Arab traditions an American twist.

Scientist ahmed Zewail of the California Institute of 

Technology won the Nobel Prize for chemistry.

The books of author Yahiya Emerick present Islamic 

themes and history to non-Muslim audiences.

The innovations of structural engineer Fazlur r. 

Khan, honored on this postage stamp from Bangla-

desh, led to Chicago’s 110-story Sears Tower, the 

world’s tallest building when completed in 1974.

Journalist Fareed Zakaria is the editor of News-

week International magazine and host of the CNN 

interview program Fareed Zakaria GPS.

Hollywood producer and director Moustapha 

akkad filmed stories of Islamic history such as The 

Message and Lion of the Desert, and the popular 

Halloween movies.

sports

Sports in the United States have been an important 

route to prominence for many American Muslims.

At top, a young Muhammad Ali, who became 

heavyweight champion of the world in 1964. The 

boxer had changed his name and converted to the 

Nation of Islam. Later Ali became a Sunni Muslim, 

and he now practices Sufism.

The basketball player Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, at 

far left, is also a Muslim convert. Jabbar, who re-

tired from professional basketball in 1989, is the 

National Basketball Association’s all-time leading 

scorer.

Jihad Muhammad, in the white headband, is an-

other basketball player who recently starred for a 

top college team, the University of Cincinnati.

Professional football player Az-Zahir Hakim, leap-

ing to catch a pass, had a 10-year career in the 

National Football League.

Boxer Bernard Hopkins learned his craft in prison as 

a young man and was later the middleweight cham-

pion for more than 10 years. He still competes.
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